There are few departments of surgery in which the afterresults of treatment are so generally disappointing as in oral cancer at its present stage of recognition. Glandular Apart from the occupational carcinoma and its incidence in cases of long-standing tubercular lupus, chronic sinuses and ulcers are responsible for the majority of cases of skin epithelioma surgically seen in this country, basal-celled epitheliomata excluded, and we have here, I believe, an analogous situation. A long-standing inflammatory condition around the tooth socket, with continuous exudate between gum and fang, long-continued irritation of the gum epithelium by the discharges, and, after ten, fifteen, or twenty years of this chronic irritative factor, the upset in the reproductive stability of the epithelial cells of the gum, with consequent production of epithelioma.
Let me quote two patients who lay in the same ward recently, the gum condition being a stricter analogy with skin cancer :? 1. A. B., a man of 54, who had a radical mastoid operation performed in childhood. The wound behind the ear had never healed, and a small sinus has been present for over 40 years, with slight chronic discharge. One year ago the mouth of the sinus began to ulcerate, and now he has an advanced squamous epithelioma in and around the sinus.
2. J. B., aged 35, twelve years ago had an upper back tooth removed; the tooth was carious and had given a good deal of trouble.
The cavity left by its removal never quite healed, and a slight discharge persisted from a small sinus in the gum. For the past twelve years, a bead of pus has been continually discharging. Three months ago, ulceration began at the orifice of the sinus. On section squamous epithelioma was found.
It is more difficult to assess the value of smoking in the production of gum cancer. All the thirty cases in this series were pipe smokers, and all were males. From analogy with skin cancer, it would seem that chronic peridental sepsis, persisting over a large number of years, is quite sufficient in itself to produce the disease. This was present in all cases, except that with the sinus quoted above. As, however, females seem to be comparatively free, and pipe smoking was common to all in the series, it must be admitted as an accessory factor, the extent of its influence being unknown. In my own experience, this type of cancer is increasing, and on peridental sepsis must be placed the main responsibility for its production.
IV.?The Fauces.
The lateral walls of the fauces comprise both pillars and the tonsil which they embrace. There are 33 cases in this series, two being females, and the average age incidence is about 60 
